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Art Unit: 3632 

This is a non-final office action for application number 10/658,654, Hanger, filed 
on September 10, 2003. Claims 1-20 are pending. 

Response to Appeal Brief 

The finality of the rejection of the last Office action has been withdrawn in view of 
applicant's arguments in Appeal Brief filed August 4, 2005. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claims 1, 2, 4, 6, and 8-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over U.S. Patent 3,637,181 to Janssen in view of U.S. Patent 4,606,666 to 
Patton. Janssen discloses a hanger (Fig. 5, 32) capable of supporting one or more 
sheets of paper, the hanger comprising: a base (33) having a supported surface (1 1 ) 
adapted to be positioned along a generally vertical surface, and an opposite outer 
surface; an elongate peg (34) having a longitudinal axis and first and second 
longitudinally spaced ends, a portion of the peg adjacent the first end being mounted on 
the base in a use position with the axis of the peg being generally at a right angle with 
respect to the supported surface, and a major portion of the peg adjacent the second 
end projecting form the outer surface, the major portion of the peg having a 
predetermined diameter, having a generally uniform cross sectional area along its 
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length, and having an axially extending surface portion; and wherein the second end of 
the peg is pointed. 

Janssen discloses the claimed invention except for the limitations of the diameter 
being of less than 0.17 inch (0.43 centimeter) or about 0.1 1 inch, the extending surface 
portion of the peg being adapted to restrict free movement of sheets of paper around 
the peg axially of the peg, and the major portion of the peg adjacent the second end 
projecting from the outer surface of the base by a distance in a range of about 0.15 to 
0.30 inch. 

Patton teaches a paper holder having a base (14) having a supported surface, an 
elongate peg (18) having a longitudinal first axis and first and second longitudinally 
spaced ends, a portion of the peg adjacent the fires end being mounted on the base in a 
use position with the axis of the peg being generally at a right angle with respect to the 
supported surface, the axially extending surface portion of the peg being adapted to 
restrict movement of sheets of paper around the peg axially of the peg, wherein the 
axially extending surface portion of the peg defines closely spaced sharp edges, 
wherein the peg is serrated to form peaks and sharp edges, wherein the peg has axially 
spaced transverse ridges only on the axially extending surface portion that have the 
sharp edges, wherein the second end of the peg is pointed. It would have been obvious 
to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have 
modified the peg in Janssen to have included the peg as taught by Patton for the 
purpose of holding the sheets of paper on the peg. 
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It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified the diameter of the peg in Janssen to have been 
less than 0.17 inch in diameter or about 0.1 1 inch in diameter for the purpose of 
providing a specific dimension for the diameter of the rod and since the rod in Janssen 
is small enough to accommodate an aperture or hole formed in the one or more sheets 
of paper. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified the distance of the major portion extension from 
the outer surface to have been about 0.15 to 0.30 inches for the purpose of providing a 
definite distance and since such a modification would not have produced any 
unexpected results because the predetermined distance of the major portion in regards 
to the outer surface in Janssen is capable of accommodating a plurality of sheets of 
paper. 

Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Janssen 
combined with Patton in view of U.S. Patent 2,866,583 to Batts and in further view of 
U.S. Patent 5,690,561 to Rowland et al., hereinafter, Rowland. Janssen combined with 
Patton discloses the claimed invention except for the limitation of the peg having a 
coating of abrasive granules that have sharp edges. Batts discloses a hanger 
comprising a hanging surface (14) including an adhesive coating of abrasive granules 
(22). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified the peg in Janssen combined with Patton to have 
substituted an adhesive coating of abrasive granules for the serrations in Patton 
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because one would have been motivated to provide an alternative means for holding 
suspending objects that prevents vibration-induced slippage of the hung objects on the 
peg as taught by Batts (col. 1 , lines 48-56). Janssen combined with Patton and Batts 
disclose the claimed invention except for the limitation of the granules having sharp 
edges. Rowland teaches a device for frictionally engaging another object comprising an 
adhesive coating (Fig. 17) having a serrated surface (112) forming peaks (104) with 
sharp edges (110) and an alternative frictional means (Fig. 2) comprising a coating of 
abrasive granules (14) with sharp edges. It would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have modified the 
adhesive coating in Batts by providing granules with sharp edges because one would 
have been motivated to provide an alternative means for frictionally engaging an object 
mounted on the peg as inherently taught by Rowland. 

Claim 1 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Janssen 
combined with Patton and in further view of U.S. Patent 6,106,937 to Hamerski. 
Janssen combined with Patton disclose the claimed invention except for the limitation of 
a length of stretch release adhesive. Hamerski teaches a mounted device (Fig. 14) 
including a base (406) having a supported surface (410) with a length of stretch release 
adhesive (408) adhered thereto. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have modified the supported 
surface in Janssen to have included the length of stretch adhesive as taught by 
Hamerski as opposed to the coating or powdered fuel in Janssen for the purpose of 
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providing an alternative, mechanically equivalent means for mounting the hanger on a 
vertical surface. 

Claims 1-4, 9, 10, 13-15, and 17-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over U.S. Patent 2,314,121 to Brennan in view of U.S. patent 6,074,147 to 
Shu. Brennan discloses a hanger (16) capable of supporting one or more sheets of 
paper, the hanger comprising: a base having a supported surface (17) adapted to be 
positioned along a generally vertical surface, and an opposite outer surface; an 
elongate peg (19) having a longitudinal axis and first and second longitudinally spaced 
ends, a portion of the peg adjacent the first end being mounted on the base in a use 
position with the axis of the peg being generally at a right angle with respect to the 
supported surface, and a major portion of the peg adjacent the second end projecting 
form the outer surface, the major portion of the peg having a predetermined diameter, 
having a generally uniform cross sectional area along its length, and having an axially 
extending surface portion; only the axially extending surface portion of the peg being 
adapted to restrict free movement of sheets of paper around the peg axially of the peg; 
and wherein the axially extending surface portion of the peg defines closely spaced 
sharp edges; and wherein the peg has machined screw threads extending around the 
axis of the peg. 

Brennan discloses the claimed invention except for the limitations of the diameter 
being of less than 0.17 inch (0.43 centimeter) or about 0.1 1 inch and the major portion 
of the peg adjacent the second end projecting from the outer surface of the base by a 
distance in a range of about 0.15 to 0.30 inch. 
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It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified the diameter of the peg in Brennan to have been 
less than 0.1 7 inch in diameter or about 0.1 1 inch in diameter for the purpose of 
providing a specific dimension for the diameter of the peg and since the peg in Brennan 
small enough to accommodate an aperture or hole formed in the one or more sheets of 
paper. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified the distance of the major portion extension from 
the outer surface to have been about 0.15 to 0.30 inches for the purpose of providing a 
definite distance and since such a modification would not have produced any 
unexpected results because the predetermined distance of the major portion in regards 
to the outer surface in Brennan is capable of accommodating a plurality of sheets of 
paper. 

Further, Brennan discloses the claimed invention except for the limitations of the 
peg being serrated to form peaks having sharp edges and the second end of the peg 
being pointed. Shu teaches a peg (32) having an axially extending surface portion 
defining closely spaced sharp edges, the edges are defined by screw threads extending 
around the axis of the peg, wherein the peg is serrated to form peaks having the sharp 
edges, and wherein the peg is pointed (@34). It would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have modified the 
peg in Brennan to have included the peg as taught by Shu for the purpose providing an 
alternative and mechanically equivalent means for retaining sheets of paper on the peg. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 7, 12 and 16 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments, see appeal brief, filed August 4, 2005, with respect to the 
rejection(s) of claim(s) 1-20 under 35 USC 103 have been fully considered and are 
persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further 
consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of Janssen combined with 
Patton, Batts, Rowland, and Hamerski in regards to the respective claims; and Brennan 
combined with Shu, in regards to the respective claims. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

U.S. Patent 1,083,913 to Bates 
U.S. Patent 1,520,982 to Sullivan 
U.S. Patent 3,813,985 to Perkins 
U.S. Patent 3,970,331 to Giulie 
U.S. Patent 4,016,977 to Krautsack 
U.S. Patent 4,832,207 to Alexander 
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U.S. Patent 5,813,550 to Sheehan et al. 

U.S. Patent 6,213,359 to Gish 

U.S. Patent 6,574,894 to Hamilton 

U.S. Patent 6,763,956 to Woods 
Bates and Sullivan both disclose a calendar holder having a threaded rod for attaching 
the sheets of the calendar to a base. Perkins discloses an adhesive coated fastener. 
Giulie discloses a binder element for a stack of papers. Krautsack discloses a hanger 
for supporting sheet-like items for presentations. Alexander discloses a pad installation 
holder having a peg for supporting the pad. Sheehan et al. disclose a rack having a 
plurality of pegs extending from a base member. Gish discloses a non-slip coated 
hanger rod. Hamilton discloses a framed calendar holder. Woods discloses a rack 
having a plurality of rods that appear to be threaded. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Anita M. King whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6817. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Anita M. King O 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3632 
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